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Martin Ranch Winery Merlot Honored at State Fair
J.D. Hurley 2004 Merlot Captures Silver & “Best of Class Greater Bay Appellations”
Martin Ranch Winery proudly announced that its 2004 Martin Ranch J.D. Hurley Santa Clara Valley Merlot has been designated as the “Best of Class Greater Bay Appellations” for 2007 among all merlot wine judged from the region encircling San Francisco Bay at the 2007 California State Fair Commercial Wine Competition. These Greater Bay Appellations include:  San Francisco Bay and the appellations in Alameda, Contra Costa, San Mateo, Santa Clara and Santa Cruz Counties in Northern California. The wine also received a silver medal with 91 points. This renowned competition is one of the oldest and most prestigious wine competitions in North America.

According to Dan Martin winemaker and co-owner of Martin Ranch Winery, located in Gilroy, California, “We make our wines to be enjoyed – first and foremost. But when we capture the notice of distinguished wine professionals who also recognize the degree of care, hard work and passion that we put into making the wine — now that’s a real honor.”  Martin went on to say, “We’re also quite proud of the fact that we’ve been given further credit for being named the best of class within our surrounding AVAs — not just the Santa Cruz Mountains or Santa Clara Valley.”

2004 Martin Ranch J.D. Hurley Merlot Tasting Notes

This 100% merlot distinctly displays the terroir of The Santa Clara Valley, with hints of smoky blackberry and velvety vanilla, then suggesting coffee and chocolate notes, finishing with soft tannins. It was aged 21 months in 50% new, and 50% neutral French, Hungarian and American oak. Six hundred cases were produced. The wine has an alcohol content of 15.6% and a suggested retail price of $20/750ml.  

The 2004 Martin Ranch J.D. Hurley Santa Clara Valley Merlot is available at fine wine shops, grocers, tasting rooms and restaurants in key metropolitan areas in Northern and Southern California. It is also available for purchase online at martinranchwinery.com or at the winery. Martin Ranch Winery is open to the public from 11am to 4pm on the third Saturday of each month and by appointment.

Martin Ranch Winery is located on 17 acres of rugged soil at the southern tip of the Santa Cruz Mountains wine appellation, 10 miles west of Gilroy, California. Owners and winemakers, Thérèse and Dan Martin recognized the promise the property offered when they planted their first vines, and have since nurtured outstanding fruit to produce wines with bold character and overwhelmingly popular and critical appeal. Roots of tradition, a passion for living and the desire for excellence are captured in every wine they make. For information about Martin Ranch Winery, information about how to become a member as a “Settler” in the Martin Ranch Wine Club, or to purchase wine directly from the winery, please visit martinranchwinery.com or call 408-842-9197. Martin Ranch Winery is located at 6675 Redwood Retreat Road, Gilroy, CA 95020 in the Santa Cruz Mountains Wine Appellation.
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